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Introduction

Contents

This user’s guide contains information to help designers understand and use Microsemi's ProASIC®3L
devices. Each chapter addresses a specific topic. Most of these chapters apply to other Microsemi
device families as well. When a feature or description applies only to a specific device family, this is made
clear in the text.

Revision History

The revision history for each chapter is listed at the end of the chapter. Most of these chapters were
formerly included in device handbooks. Some were originally application notes or information included in
device datasheets.

A "Summary of Changes" table at the end of this user’s guide lists the chapters that were changed in
each revision of the document, with links to the "List of Changes" sections for those chapters.

Related Information

Refer to the ProASIC3L Flash Family FPGAs datasheet for detailed specifications, timing, and package
and pin information.

The website page for ProASIC3L devices is /www.microsemi.com/soc/products/pa3l/default.aspx.
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1 - FPGA Array Architecture in Low Power Flash
Devices

Device Architecture

Advanced Flash Switch

Unlike SRAM FPGAs, the low power flash devices use a live-at-power-up ISP flash switch as their
programming element. Flash cells are distributed throughout the device to provide nonvolatile,
reconfigurable programming to connect signal lines to the appropriate VersaTile inputs and outputs. In
the flash switch, two transistors share the floating gate, which stores the programming information
(Figure 1-1). One is the sensing transistor, which is only used for writing and verification of the floating
gate voltage. The other is the switching transistor. The latter is used to connect or separate routing nets,
or to configure VersaTile logic. It is also used to erase the floating gate. Dedicated high-performance
lines are connected as required using the flash switch for fast, low-skew, global signal distribution
throughout the device core. Maximum core utilization is possible for virtually any design. The use of the
flash switch technology also removes the possibility of firm errors, which are increasingly common in
SRAM-based FPGAs.

Floating Gate ® Switch In

e

Sensing ‘ “: Switching

Word
l Y

Figure 1-1 « Flash-Based Switch

\

@® Switch Out
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FPGA Array Architecture Support

The flash FPGAs listed in Table 1-1 support the architecture features described in this document.

Table 1-1 « Flash-Based FPGAs

Series Family” Description
IGLOO® IGLOO Ultra-low power 1.2 V to 1.5 V FPGAs with Flash*Freeze technology
IGLOOe Higher density IGLOO FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards
IGLOO nano The industry’s lowest-power, smallest-size solution
IGLOO PLUS IGLOO FPGAs with enhanced I/O capabilities
ProASIC®3 | ProASIC3 Low power, high-performance 1.5V FPGAs
ProASIC3E Higher density ProASIC3 FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards
ProASIC3 nano Lowest-cost solution with enhanced 1/O capabilities
ProASIC3L ProASIC3 FPGAs supporting 1.2 V to 1.5 V with Flash*Freeze technology
RT ProASIC3 Radiation-tolerant RT3PE6G0OL and RT3PE3000L
Military ProASIC3/EL Military temperature ASPE600L, A3P1000, and A3SPE3000L
Automotive ProASIC3 | ProASIC3 FPGAs qualified for automotive applications
Fusion Fusion Mixed signal FPGA integrating ProASIC3 FPGA fabric, programmable
analog block, support for ARM® Cortex™-M1 soft processors, and flash
memory into a monolithic device
Note: *The device names link to the appropriate datasheet, including product brief, DC and switching characteristics,

and packaging information.

IGLOO Terminology

In documentation, the terms IGLOO series and IGLOO devices refer to all of the IGLOO devices as listed
in Table 1-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these exclusions

will be explicitly stated.

ProASIC3 Terminology

In documentation, the terms ProASIC3 series and ProASIC3 devices refer to all of the ProASIC3 devices
as listed in Table 1-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these
exclusions will be explicitly stated.

To further understand the differences between the IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices, refer to the Industry’s
Lowest Power FPGASs Portfolio.

10
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Device Overview

Low power flash devices consist of multiple distinct programmable architectural features (Figure 1-5 on
page 13 through Figure 1-7 on page 14):

* FPGA fabric/core (VersaTiles)

* Routing and clock resources (VersaNets)

*  FlashROM

» Dedicated SRAM and/or FIFO
— 30 k gate and smaller device densities do not support SRAM or FIFO.
— Automotive devices do not support FIFO operation.

* /O structures

* Flash*Freeze technology and low power modes

Bank 1*
g v o o o o e e e e e e o o o o o e |

[m}
[m]
[m]
[m]
[m]
[m}
O <1— 1/Os
- o w
£ Dy
@ g3
[m]
[m}
m
O VersaTile
| O
[m]
User Nonvolatile Flash*Freeze Charge o
FlashROM Technology Pumps o

S DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD//

.

<
N

000D ODODOO0DO0DODOOoOoDOoDODoDOoDOoOoDOoDOoOoooOooOoao | 4+— CCC-GL
Bank 1 N

Notes: * Bank O for the 30 k devices
1 Flash*Freeze mode is supported on IGLOO devices.

Figure 1-2 « IGLOO and ProASIC3 nano Device Architecture Overview with Two I/0O Banks (applies to 10 k and
30 k device densities, excluding IGLOO PLUS devices)
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N Bank O
[T|:||:||:||:|unnuunnnunnnuunnnunnnuunnnunnnnnnnnnnnnn_<l<__CCC
all Il || || Il || Il || Il || l|a
ol Il I I Il I Il I Il | <5—+— RAM Block
o o 4,608-Bit Dual-Port
-0 o 5| SRAM or FIFO Block
~ 0 o
c =}
< o ox
mpg 0o
o o
o o
o o
o oe++— |/Os
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E a3
o ISP AES User Nonvolatile Flash*Freezel Charge o©
o Decryption FlashRom Technology Pumps o
o o
|_nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnunnnuuunnuuuunuuuunnuunnnu;l
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Note: t Flash*Freeze mode is supported on IGLOO devices.

Figure 1-3 « IGLOO Device Architecture Overview with Two I/O Banks with RAM and PLL
(60 k and 125 k gate densities)

. Bank 1
0 00000 0 0 0000000 O0O0O0OODO0O0ODODOODOOao
o o
o o
o o
o o
o o
o o<+1— 1/Os
-0 0w
_E o o g
H kS
mB 0o
o o
o o
o o
o H o .
o e VersaTile
o HH |o
o - T o
o Us'<-.;rI Nonvolatile Flash*Freeze Charge Pumps o
o ashROM Technology o
1 Dooooooooooooooooooooooooo | |<4—CCC-GL
Bank 1 .

Note: 1 Flash*Freeze mode is supported on IGLOO devices.

Figure 1-4 « IGLOO Device Architecture Overview with Three I/O Banks
(AGLNO15, AGLNO020, A3PNO015, and A3PN020)

12 Revision 4



& Microsemi

ProASIC3L FPGA Fabric User’'s Guide

Bank 3

Bank 3

N
N
N
N

Bank 2

Note:
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Figure 1-5 ¢ IGLOO, IGLOO nano, ProASIC3 nano, and ProASIC3/L Device Architecture Overview with Four
1/0 Banks (AGL600 device is shown)
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Figure 1-6 « IGLOO PLUS Device Architecture Overview with Four 1/O Banks
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Figure 1-7 « IGLOOe and ProASIC3E Device Architecture Overview (AGLE600 device is shown)

I/O State of Newly Shipped Devices

Devices are shipped from the factory with a test design in the device. The power-on switch for VCC is
OFF by default in this test design, so I/Os are tristated by default. Tristated means the 1/O is not actively
driven and floats. The exact value cannot be guaranteed when it is floating. Even in simulation software,
a tristate value is marked as unknown. Due to process variations and shifts, tristated 1/0Os may float
toward High or Low, depending on the particular device and leakage level.

If there is concern regarding the exact state of unused 1/Os, weak pull-up/pull-down should be added to
the floating I/Os so their state is controlled and stabilized.

14
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Core Architecture

VersaTile
The proprietary IGLOO and ProASIC3 device architectures provide granularity comparable to gate
arrays. The device core consists of a sea-of-VersaTiles architecture.
As illustrated in Figure 1-8, there are four inputs in a logic VersaTile cell, and each VersaTile can be
configured using the appropriate flash switch connections:

* Any 3-input logic function

* Latch with clear or set

+ D-flip-flop with clear or set

» Enable D-flip-flop with clear or set (on a 4th input)
VersaTiles can flexibly map the logic and sequential gates of a design. The inputs of the VersaTile can be
inverted (allowing bubble pushing), and the output of the tile can connect to high-speed, very-long-line
routing resources. VersaTiles and larger functions can be connected with any of the four levels of routing
hierarchy.
When the VersaTile is used as an enable D-flip-flop, SET/CLR is supported by a fourth input. The
SET/CLR signal can only be routed to this fourth input over the VersaNet (global) network. However, if, in
the user’s design, the SET/CLR signal is not routed over the VersaNet network, a compile warning
message will be given, and the intended logic function will be implemented by two VersaTiles instead of
one.

The output of the VersaTile is F2 when the connection is to the ultra-fast local lines, or YL when the
connection is to the efficient long-line or very-long-line resources.

I T “E I
Data 7 ! 1 T o Y
X3 | Pin 1
—:L 3 E_\ B Efih_b@_po— F2
: s 4 _LLF L >o-vi
— )
S e r—1—D0—

I
Legend: —+— Via (hard connection) (Switch (flash connection) —é— Ground

* This input can only be connected to the global clock distribution network.
Figure 1-8 « Low Power Flash Device Core VersaTile
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Array Coordinates

During many place-and-route operations in the Microsemi Designer software tool, it is possible to set
constraints that require array coordinates. Table 1-2 provides array coordinates of core cells and memory
blocks for IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices. Table 1-3 provides the information for IGLOO PLUS devices.
Table 1-4 on page 17 provides the information for IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices. The array
coordinates are measured from the lower left (0, 0). They can be used in region constraints for specific
logic groups/blocks, designated by a wildcard, and can contain core cells, memories, and I/Os.

I/0 and cell coordinates are used for placement constraints. Two coordinate systems are needed
because there is not a one-to-one correspondence between I/O cells and core cells. In addition, the I/O
coordinate system changes depending on the die/package combination. It is not listed in Table 1-2. The
Designer ChipPlanner tool provides the array coordinates of all I/O locations. I/0 and cell coordinates are
used for placement constraints. However, 1/0 placement is easier by package pin assignment.

Figure 1-9 on page 17 illustrates the array coordinates of a 600 k gate device. For more information on
how to use array coordinates for region/placement constraints, see the Designer User's Guide or online
help (available in the software) for software tools.

Table 1-2 « IGLOO and ProASIC3 Array Coordinates

VersaTiles Memory Rows Entire Die

Device Min. Max. Bottom Top Min. Max.

ProASIC3/
IGLOO ProASIC3L X y X y x,y) x,y) (x,y) (x,y)
AGL015 A3P015 3 2 34 | 13 None None (0, 0) (37, 15)
AGL030 A3P030 3 3 66 | 13 None None (0, 0) (69, 15)
AGL060 A3P060 3 2 66 | 25 None (3, 26) (0, 0) (69, 29)
AGL125 A3P125 3 2 1130 | 25 None (3, 26) (0,0) | (133, 29)
AGL250 A3P250/L 3 2 | 130 | 49 None (3, 50) (0,0) | (133,53)
AGL400 A3P400 3 2 1194 | 49 None (3, 50) (0,0) | (197, 53)
AGL600 A3P600/L 3 4 | 194 | 75 3, 2) (3, 76) (0,0) | (197,79)
AGL1000 A3P1000/L 3 4 | 258 | 99 3, 2) (3, 100) (0,0) |(261,103)
AGLE600 A3PE600/L, 3 4 [ 194 | 75 (3,2) (3,76) (0,0) | (197,79)

RT3PE600L

A3PE1500 3 4 | 322|123 | (3,2) (3, 124) (0,0) |(325,127)
AGLE3000 [A3PE3000/L, 3 6 | 450 | 173 | (3,2) (3,174) (0,0) |(453,179)

RT3PE3000L or or

(3. 4) (3, 176)

Table 1-3 « IGLOO PLUS Array Coordinates

VersaTiles Memory Rows Entire Die
Device Min. Max. Bottom Top Min. Max.
IGLOO PLUS X y X y x,y) (x,y) (x,y) x,y)
AGLP030 2 3 67 13 None None (0, 0) (69, 15)
AGLP060 2 2 67 25 None (3, 26) (0, 0) (69, 29)
AGLP125 2 2 131 25 None (3, 26) (0, 0) (133, 29)
16 Revision 4
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Table 1-4 « IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano Array Coordinates

VersaTiles Memory Rows Entire Die
Device Min. Max. Bottom Top Min. Max.
IGLOO nano |ProASIC3 nano x,y) (X, y) X, ) X, y) (x,y) *x.y)
AGLNO10 A3P010 (0, 2) (32, 5) None None (0, 0) (34, 5)
AGLNO015 A3PNO015 0, 2) (32,9) None None (0, 0) (34,9)
AGLN020 A3PN020 (0,2) 32, 13) None None (0, 0) (34, 13)
AGLN060 A3PNO060 (3,2) (66, 25) None (3, 26) (0, 0) (69, 29)
AGLN125 A3PN125 (3,2) (130, 25) None (3, 26) (0, 0) (133, 29)
AGLN250 A3PN250 (3,2) (130, 49) None (3, 50) (0, 0) (133, 49)
Top Row (7, 79) to (189, 79)
Bottom Row (5, 78) to (192, 78)
(0, 79) /G Tile o (97,79
}—MHH—HH—H ENEREERRRERRREE
Memory (3, 77) iH I:H:( (194, 77) Memory

Blocks (3,76)¢ :::::l | | | | | | | | | | | | | | Ht | (194, 76) Blocks

VersaTile (Core) — . — meee--

(3,75) ‘" Rtk
______ :l-\:H;(194,75)
‘ﬁ. ______ VersaTile (Core)
HEEEERRERRREnn NARRERRRRERRNRE

------ (194, 4)
VersaTile (Core) L LT 1T T T T T I 1 ------ VersaTile (Core)

@4 T
(194, 3) Memory

____ 194, 2
o< RS EEEE T -

Blocks (3 2= T
|:l:F._(197, 1)
0,0
©.0) 1/0 Tile UJTAG FlashROM (197, 0)
—_— —
Top Row (5, 1) to (168, 1) Top Row (169, 1) to (192, 1)

Bottom Row (7, 0) to (165, 0)

Note: The vertical I/O tile coordinates are not shown. West-side coordinates are {(0, 2) to (2, 2)} to {(0, 77) to (2, 77)};
east-side coordinates are {(195, 2) to (197, 2)} to {(195, 77) to (197, 77)}.

Figure 1-9 « Array Coordinates for AGL600, AGLE600, A3P600, and A3PE600
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Routing Architecture

The routing structure of low power flash devices is designed to provide high performance through a
flexible four-level hierarchy of routing resources: ultra-fast local resources; efficient long-line resources;
high-speed, very-long-line resources; and the high-performance VersaNet networks.

The ultra-fast local resources are dedicated lines that allow the output of each VersaTile to connect
directly to every input of the eight surrounding VersaTiles (Figure 1-10). The exception to this is that the
SET/CLR input of a VersaTile configured as a D-flip-flop is driven only by the VersaTile global network.

The efficient long-line resources provide routing for longer distances and higher-fanout connections.
These resources vary in length (spanning one, two, or four VersaTiles), run both vertically and
horizontally, and cover the entire device (Figure 1-11 on page 19). Each VersaTile can drive signals onto
the efficient long-line resources, which can access every input of every VersaTile. Routing software
automatically inserts active buffers to limit loading effects.

The high-speed, very-long-line resources, which span the entire device with minimal delay, are used to
route very long or high-fanout nets: length +12 VersaTiles in the vertical direction and length +16 in the
horizontal direction from a given core VersaTile (Figure 1-12 on page 19). Very long lines in low power
flash devices have been enhanced over those in previous ProASIC families. This provides a significant
performance boost for long-reach signals.

The high-performance VersaNet global networks are low-skew, high-fanout nets that are accessible from
external pins or internal logic. These nets are typically used to distribute clocks, resets, and other high-
fanout nets requiring minimum skew. The VersaNet networks are implemented as clock trees, and
signals can be introduced at any junction. These can be employed hierarchically, with signals accessing
every input of every VersaTile. For more details on VersaNets, refer to the "Global Resources in Low
Power Flash Devices" section on page 47.

Long Lines

A\

} Inputs L

. . Ultra-Fast Local Lines

I (connects a VersaTile to the
4~/’J;|;L/ Bleﬁh/ adjacent VersaTile, 1/0 buffer,
1 [l or memory block)

Note: Input to the core cell for the D-flip-flop set and reset is only available via the VersaNet global
network connection.

Figure 1-10 « Ultra-Fast Local Lines Connected to the Eight Nearest Neighbors
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Spans 4 VersaTiles

Spans 2 VersaTiles

Spans 1 VersaTile

\ \ VersaTile
- o\ mllom|)) el e —
| |
= el e i O
| Il JFJJ JJ 1] | Spans 1 VersaTile
[ O] i ﬁm LII IE a A/ Spans 2 VersaTiles
_ |- = =! = M& Spans 4 VersaTiles
— I I -
} H H :
| i = =
G o a A il il
il | | I i I
Q | @] o n o o

Figure 1-11 « Efficient Long-Line Resources

High-Speed, Very-Long-Line Resources

Pad Ring

[\

Pad Ring

SRAM

Bury O/1

16x%12 Block of VersaTiles

Pad Ring

Figure 1-12 » Very-Long-Line Resources
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Related Documents

User’s Guides

Designer User's Guide

http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/designer_ug.pdf

List of Changes

The following table lists critical changes that were made in each revision of the chapter.

Date Changes Page
August 2012 The "I/O State of Newly Shipped Devices" section is new (SAR 39542). 14
July 2010 This chapter is no longer published separately with its own part number and version N/A
but is now part of several FPGA fabric user’s guides.
vi4 IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices were added to Table 1-1 « Flash-Based 10
(December 2008) FPGAs.
Figure 1-2 « IGLOO and ProASIC3 nano Device Architecture Overview with Two /O 11, 12
Banks (applies to 10 k and 30 k device densities, excluding IGLOO PLUS devices)
through Figure 1-5 < IGLOO, IGLOO nano, ProASIC3 nano, and ProASIC3/L Device
Architecture Overview with Four I/0O Banks (AGL600 device is shown) are new.
Table 1-4 « IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano Array Coordinates is new. 17
v1.3 The title of this document was changed from "Core Architecture of IGLOO and 9
(October 2008) ProASIC3 Devices" to "FPGA Array Architecture in Low Power Flash Devices."
The "FPGA Array Architecture Support" section was revised to include new families 10
and make the information more concise.
Table 1-2 « IGLOO and ProASIC3 Array Coordinates was updated to include Military 16
ProASIC3/EL and RT ProASIC3 devices.
v1.2 The following changes were made to the family descriptions in Table 1-1 « Flash- 10
(June 2008) Based FPGAs:
* ProASIC3L was updated to include 1.5 V.
* The number of PLLs for ProASIC3E was changed from five to six.
v1.1 Table 1-1 « Flash-Based FPGAs and the accompanying text was updated to include 10
(March 2008) the IGLOO PLUS family. The "IGLOO Terminology" section and "Device Overview"
section are new.
The "Device Overview" section was updated to note that 15k devices do not 1"
support SRAM or FIFO.
Figure 1-6 * IGLOO PLUS Device Architecture Overview with Four 1/O Banks is 13
new.
Table 1-2 « IGLOO and ProASIC3 Array Coordinates was updated to add A3P015 16
and AGLO15.
Table 1-3 « IGLOO PLUS Array Coordinates is new. 16
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Flash*Freeze Technology and Low Power Modes

Microsemi IGLOO,® IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC®3L, and Radiation-Tolerant (RT) ProASIC3
FPGAs with Flash*Freeze technology are designed to meet the most demanding power and area
challenges of today’s portable electronics products with a reprogrammable, small-footprint, full-featured
flash FPGA. These devices offer lower power consumption in static and dynamic modes, utilizing the

unique Flash*Freeze technology, than any other FPGA or CPLD.

IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 devices offer various power-saving
modes that enable every system to utilize modes that achieve the lowest total system power. Low Power
Active capability (static idle) allows for ultra-low power consumption while the device is operational in the

system by maintaining SRAM, registers, 1/0s, and logic functions.

Flash*Freeze technology provides an ultra-low power static mode (Flash*Freeze mode) that retains all
SRAM and register information with rapid recovery to Active (operating) mode. IGLOO nano and IGLOO
PLUS devices have an additional feature when operating in Flash*Freeze mode, allowing them to retain
1/0 states as well as SRAM and register states. This mechanism enables the user to quickly (within 1 ps)
enter and exit Flash*Freeze mode by activating the Flash*Freeze (FF) pin while all power supplies are
kept in their original states. In addition, 1/Os and clocks connected to the FPGA can still be toggled
without impact on device power consumption. While in Flash*Freeze mode, the device retains all core
register states and SRAM information. This mode can be configured so that no power is consumed by
the 1/0 banks, clocks, JTAG pins, or PLLs; and the IGLOO and IGLOO PLUS devices consume as little
as 5 W, while IGLOO nano devices consume as little as 2 yW. Microsemi offers a state management IP

core to aid users in gating clocks and managing data before entering Flash*Freeze mode.

This document will guide users in selecting the best low power mode for their applications, and

introduces Microsemi's Flash*Freeze management IP core.
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Flash Families Support the Flash*Freeze Feature

The low power flash FPGAs listed in Table 2-1 support the Flash*Freeze feature and the functions
described in this document.

Table 2-1+ Flash-Based FPGAs

Series Family” Description

IGLOO IGLOO Ultra-low power 1.2 V to 1.5 V FPGAs with Flash*Freeze technology
IGLOOe Higher density IGLOO FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards
IGLOO nano The industry’s lowest-power, smallest-size solution
IGLOO PLUS IGLOO FPGAs with enhanced I/O capabilities

ProASIC3 ProASIC3L ProASIC3 FPGAs supporting 1.2 V to 1.5 V with Flash*Freeze technology
RT ProASIC3 Radiation-tolerant RT3PE600L and RT3PE3000L
Military ProASIC3/EL | Military temperature A3PE600L, A3P1000, and A3PE3000L

Note: *The device names link to the appropriate datasheet, including product brief, DC and switching characteristics,
and packaging information.

IGLOO Terminology

In documentation, the terms IGLOO series and IGLOO devices refer to all of the IGLOO devices as listed
in Table 2-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these exclusions
will be explicitly stated.

ProASIC3 Terminology

In documentation, the terms ProASIC3 series and ProASIC3 devices refer to all of the ProASIC3 devices
as listed in Table 2-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these
exclusions will be explicitly stated.

To further understand the differences between the IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices, refer to the Industry’s
Lowest Power FPGASs Portfolio.
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Low Power Modes Overview

Table 2-2 summarizes the low power modes that achieve power consumption reduction when the FPGA
or system is idle.

Table 2-2« Power Modes Summary

ULSICC To Enter | To Resume
Mode VCCI | VCC | Core |Clocks Macro Mode Operation | Trigger
Active On On On On N/A Initiate clock None -
Static Idle On On On Off N/A Stop clock Initiate External
clock
Flash*Freeze On On On On* N/A Assert FF Deassert | External
type 1 pin FF pin
Flash*Freeze On On On On* Used to Assert FF Deassert | External
type 2 enter pin and FF pin
Flash*Freeze assert
mode LSICC
Sleep On Off Off Off N/A Shut down Turn on External
VCC VCC supply
Shutdown Off Off Off Off N/A Shut down Turn on External
VCC and VCC and
VCCI VCCI
supplies supplies

* External clocks can be left toggling while the device is in Flash*Freeze mode. Clocks generated by the embedded
PLL will be turned off automatically.

Static (Idle) Mode

In Static (Idle) mode, none of the clock inputs is switching, and static power is the only power consumed
by the device. This mode can be achieved by switching off the incoming clocks to the FPGA, thus
benefitting from reduced power consumption. In addition, I/Os draw only minimal leakage current. In this
mode, embedded SRAM, I/Os, and registers retain their values so the device can enter and exit this
mode just by switching the clocks on or off.

If the device-embedded PLL is used as the clock source, Static (Idle) mode can easily be entered by
pulling the PLL POWERDOWN pin LOW (active Low), which will turn off the PLL.
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Flash*Freeze Mode

IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 FPGAs offer an ultra-low static
power mode to reduce power consumption while preserving the state of the registers, SRAM contents,
and /O states (IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS only) without switching off any power supplies, inputs, or
input clocks.

Flash*Freeze technology enables the user to switch to Flash*Freeze mode within 1 ps, thus simplifying
low power design implementation. The Flash*Freeze (FF) pin (active Low) is a dedicated pin used to
enter or exit Flash*Freeze mode directly; or the pin can be routed internally to the FPGA core and state
management IP to allow the user's application to decide if and when it is safe to transition to this mode. If
the FF pin is not used, it can be used as a regular I/O.

The FF pin has a built-in glitch filter and optional Schmitt trigger (not available for all devices) to prevent
entering or exiting Flash*Freeze mode accidentally.

There are two ways to use Flash*Freeze mode. In Flash*Freeze type 1, entering and exiting the mode is
exclusively controlled by the assertion and deassertion of the FF pin. This enables an external processor
or human interface device to directly control Flash*Freeze mode; however, valid data must be preserved
using standard procedures (refer to the "Flash*Freeze Mode Device Behavior" section on page 30). In
Flash*Freeze mode type 2, entering and exiting the mode is controlled by both the FF pin AND user-
defined logic. Flash*Freeze management IP may be used in type 2 mode for clock and data
management while entering and exiting Flash*Freeze mode.

Flash*Freeze Type 1: Control by Dedicated Flash*Freeze Pin

Flash*Freeze type 1 is intended for systems where either the device will be reset upon exiting
Flash*Freeze mode, or data and clock are managed externally. The device enters Flash*Freeze mode 1
ys after the dedicated FF pin is asserted (active Low), and returns to normal operation when the FF pin is
deasserted (High) (Figure 2-1 on page 25). In this mode, FF pin assertion or deassertion is the only
condition that determines entering or exiting Flash*Freeze mode.

In Libero® System-on-Chip (SoC) software v8.2 and before, this mode is implemented by enabling
Flash*Freeze mode (default setting) in the Compile options of the Microsemi Designer software. To
simplify usage of Flash*Freeze mode, beginning with Libero software v8.3, an INBUF_FF I/O macro was
introduced. An INBUF_FF I/O buffer must be used to identify the Flash*Freeze input. Microsemi
recommends switching to the new implementation.

In Libero software v8.3 and later, the user must manually instantiate the INBUF_FF macro in the top level
of the design to implement Flash*Freeze Type 1, as shown in Figure 2-1 on page 25.
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Figure 2-1 shows the concept of FF pin control in Flash*Freeze mode type 1.

Flash*Freeze
Mode Control

Flash*Freeze (FF) Pin

—X

IGLOO, IGLOO PLUS, IGLOO nano,
ProASIC3L, or RT ProASIC3 Device

INBUF_FF

To FPGA Core or Floating
T‘| >_
|
|

Flash*Freeze | |

Enables Entering
* | Flash*Freeze Mode

o VY

Flash*Freeze
Mode

Signal

Flash*Freeze
Technology

User Design

Figure 2-1 « Flash*Freeze Mode Type 1 — Controlled by the Flash*Freeze Pin

Figure 2-2 shows the timing diagram for entering and exiting Flash*Freeze mode type 1.
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Figure 2-2 « Flash*Freeze Mode Type 1 — Timing Diagram
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Flash*Freeze Type 2: Control by Dedicated Flash*Freeze Pin and
Internal Logic

The device can be made to enter Flash*Freeze mode by activating the FF pin together with Microsemi's
Flash*Freeze management IP core (refer to the "Flash*Freeze Management IP" section on page 36 for
more information) or user-defined control logic (Figure 2-3 on page 27) within the FPGA core. This method
enables the design to perform important activities before allowing the device to enter Flash*Freeze mode,
such as transitioning into a safe state, completing the processing of a critical event. Designers are
encouraged to take advantage of Microsemi's Flash*Freeze Management IP to handle clean entry and exit
of Flash*Freeze mode (described later in this document). The device will only enter Flash*Freeze mode
when the Flash*Freeze pin is asserted (active Low) and the User Low Static Icc (ULSICC) macro input
signal, called the LSICC signal, is asserted (High). One condition is not sufficient to enter Flash*Freeze
mode type 2; both the FF pin and LSICC signal must be asserted.

When Flash*Freeze type 2 is implemented in the design, the ULSICC macro needs to be instantiated by
the user. There are no functional differences in the device whether the ULSICC macro is instantiated or
not, and whether the LSICC signal is asserted or deasserted. The LSICC signal is used only to control
entering Flash*Freeze mode. Figure 2-4 on page 27 shows the timing diagram for entering and exiting
Flash*Freeze mode type 2.

After exiting Flash*Freeze mode type 2 by deasserting the Flash*Freeze pin, the LSICC signal must be
deasserted by the user design. This will prevent entering Flash*Freeze mode by asserting the
Flash*Freeze pin only.

Refer to Table 2-3 for Flash*Freeze (FF) pin and LSICC signal assertion and deassertion values.

Table 2-3« Flash*Freeze Mode Type 1 and Type 2 — Signal Assertion and Deassertion Values

Signal Assertion Value Deassertion Value
Flash*Freeze (FF) pin Low High

LSICC signal High Low

Notes:

1. The Flash*Freeze (FF) pin is an active-Low signal, and LSICC is an active-High signal.
2. The LSICC signal is used only in Flash*Freeze mode type 2.
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IGLOO, IGLOO PLUS, IGLOO nano,
ProASIC3L, or RT ProASIC3 Device

Flash*Freeze (FF) Pin

EQ Connect to Top-Level Port {>_ Auto-Connected to IP

INBUF_FF
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Figure 2-3 « Flash*Freeze Mode Type 2 — Controlled by Flash*Freeze Pin and Internal Logic (LSICC signal)
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Figure 2-4 « Flash*Freeze Mode Type 2 — Timing Diagram
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Table 2-4 summarizes the Flash*Freeze mode implementations.

Table 2-4 « Flash*Freeze Mode Usage

Flash*Freeze Flash*Freeze| Instantiate LsICC

Mode Type Description Pin State [ULSICC Macro Signal Operating Mode

1 Flash*Freeze mode is| Deasserted No N/A Normal operation
contr'olled only by the Asserted No N/A Flash*Freeze mode
FF pin.

2 Flash*Freeze mode is| "Don’t care" Yes Deasserted | Normal operation
controlled by the FF .. ; " :
pin and LSICC signal. Deasserted Yes Don’t care" | Normal operation

Asserted Yes Asserted | Flash*Freeze mode

Note: Refer to Table 2-3 on page 26 for Flash*Freeze pin and LSICC signal assertion and deassertion
values.

IGLOO, ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 I/O State in Flash*Freeze
Mode

In IGLOO and ProASIC3L devices, when the device enters Flash*Freeze mode, 1/0s become ftristated. If
the weak pull-up or pull-down feature is used, the 1/Os will maintain the configured weak pull-up or pull-
down status. This feature enables the design to set the I/O state to a certain level that is determined by
the pull-up/-down configuration.

Table 2-5 shows the 1/0 pad state based on the configuration and buffer type.
Note that configuring weak pull-up or pull-down for the FF pin is not allowed. The FF pin can be
configured as a Schmitt trigger input in IGLOOe, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, and ProASIC3EL devices.

Table 2-5« IGLOO, ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 Flash*Freeze Mode (type 1 and type 2)—I/O

Pad State
I/O Pad Weak
Buffer Type Pull-Up/-Down I/O Pad State in Flash*Freeze Mode
Input/Global Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down*
Disabled Tristate*
Output Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down
Disabled Tristate
Bidirectional / Tristate |E =0 Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down*
Buffer (input/tristate) Disabled Tristate*
E =1 (output) Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down
Disabled Tristate

* Internal core logic driven by this input/global buffer will be tied High as long as the device is in
Flash*Freeze mode.
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IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS I/O State in Flash*Freeze Mode

In IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS devices, users have multiple options in how to configure I/Os during
Flash*Freeze mode:

1. Hold the previous state
2. Set /O pad to weak pull-up or pull-down
3. Tristate I/O pads

The 1/0 configuration must be configured by the user in the I/O Attribute Editor or in a PDC constraint file,
and can be done on a pin-by-pin basis. The output hold feature will hold the output in the last registered
state, using the I/O pad weak pull-up or pull-down resistor when the FF pin is asserted. When inputs are
configured with the hold feature enabled, the FPGA core side of the input will hold the last valid state of
the input pad before the device entered Flash*Freeze mode. The input pad can be driven to any value,
configured as ftristate, or configured with the weak pull-up or pull-down /O pad feature during
Flash*Freeze mode without affecting the hold state. If the weak pull-up or pull-down feature is used
without the output hold feature, the input and output pads will maintain the configured weak pull-up or
pull-down status during Flash*Freeze mode and normal operation. If a fixed weak pull-up or pull-down is
defined on an output buffer or as bidirectional in output mode, and a hold state is also defined for the
same pin, the pin will be configured in hold state mode during Flash*Freeze mode. During normal
operation, the pin will be configured with the predefined weak pull-up or pull-down. Any 1/Os that do not
use the hold state or I/O pad weak pull-up or pull-down features will be tristated during Flash*Freeze
mode and the FPGA core will be driven High by inputs. Inputs that are tristated during Flash*Freeze
mode may be left floating without any reliability concern or impact to power consumption.

Table 2-6 shows the I/0O pad state based on the configuration and buffer type.
Note that configuring weak pull-up or pull-down for the FF pin is not allowed.

Table 2-6 « IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS Flash*Freeze Mode (type 1 and type 2)—I/O Pad State

I/0 Pad Weak I/O Pad State in
Buffer Type Hold State Pull-Up/-Down Flash*Freeze Mode
Input Enabled Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down 1
Disabled Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down 2
Enabled Disabled Tristate '
Disabled Disabled Tristate 2
Output Enabled "Don't care" Weak pull to hold state
Disabled Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down
Disabled Disabled Tristate
Bidirectional / Tristate|E = 0 Enabled Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down 1
Buffer (input/tristate)
Disabled Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down 2
Enabled Disabled Tristate
Disabled Disabled Tristate 2
E =1 (output) Enabled "Don't care" Weak pull to hold state 3
Disabled Enabled Weak pull-up/pull-down
Disabled Disabled Tristate
Notes:

1. Internal core logic driven by this input buffer will be set to the value this I/O had when entering
Flash*Freeze mode.

2. Internal core logic driven by this input buffer will be tied High as long as the device is in Flash*Freeze
mode.

3. For bidirectional buffers: Internal core logic driven by the input portion of the bidirectional buffer will
be set to the hold state.
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Flash*Freeze Mode Device Behavior

Entering Flash*Freeze Mode

PLLs

IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASCI3L, and RT ProASIC3 devices are designed and
optimized to enter Flash*Freeze mode only when power supplies are stable. If the device is being
powered up while the FF pin is asserted (Flash*Freeze mode type 1), or while both FF pin and
LSICC signal are asserted (Flash*Freeze mode type 2), the device is expected to enter
Flash*Freeze mode within 5 s after the 1/Os and FPGA core have reached their activation levels.

If the device is already powered up when the FF pin is asserted, the device will enter
Flash*Freeze mode within 1 uys (type 1). In Flash*Freeze mode type 2 operation, entering
Flash*Freeze mode is completed within 1 us after both FF pin and LSICC signal are asserted.
Exiting Flash*Freeze mode is completed within 1 ys after deasserting the FF pin only.

If an embedded PLL is used, entering Flash*Freeze mode will automatically power down the PLL.

The PLL output clocks will stop toggling within 1 ps after the assertion of the FF pin in type 1, or
after both FF pin and LSICC signal are asserted in type 2. At the same time, 1/Os will transition
into the state specified in Table 2-6 on page 29. The user design must ensure it is safe to enter
Flash*Freeze mode.

I/Os and Globals

While entering Flash*Freeze mode, inputs, globals, and PLLs will enter their Flash*Freeze state
asynchronously to each other. As a result, clock and data glitches and narrow pulses may be
generated while entering Flash*Freeze mode, as shown in Figure 2-5.

Flash*Freeze Pin
|

External Clock

Internal Clock

N S [ s I

Enters Exits
Flash*Freeze Flash*Freeze
Mode Mode

Figure 2-5 « Narrow Clock Pulses During Flash*Freeze Entrance and Exit

I/O banks are not all deactivated simultaneously when entering Flash*Freeze mode. This can
cause clocks and inputs to become disabled at different times, resulting in unexpected data being
captured.

Upon entering Flash*Freeze mode, all inputs and globals become tied High internally (except
when an input hold state is used on IGLOO nano or IGLOO PLUS devices). If any of these signals
are driven Low or tied Low externally, they will experience a Low to High transition internally when
entering Flash*Freeze mode.

Upon entering type 2 Flash*Freeze mode, ensure the LSICC signal (active High) does not de-
assert. This can prevent the device from entering Flash*Freeze mode.

Asynchronous input to output paths may experience output glitches. For example, on a direct in-
to-out path, if the current state is '0' and the input bank turns off first, the input and then the output
will transition to '1' before the output enters its Flash*Freeze state. This can be prevented by
using latches in asynchronous in-to-out paths.

The above situations can cause glitches or invalid data to be clocked into and preserved in the
device. Refer to the "Flash*Freeze Design Guide" section on page 34 for solutions.
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During Flash*Freeze Mode

PLLs are turned off during Flash*Freeze mode.

1/0O pads are configured according to Table 2-5 on page 28 and Table 2-6 on page 29.

Inputs and input clocks to the FPGA can toggle without any impact on static power consumption,
assuming weak pull-up or pull-down is not selected.

If weak pull-up or pull-down is selected and the input is driven to the opposite direction, power
dissipation will occur.

Any toggling signals will be charging and discharging the package pin capacitance.

IGLOO and ProASIC3L outputs will be tristated unless the 1/O is configured with weak pull-up or
pull-down. The output of the I/O to the FPGA core is logic High regardless of whether the I/O pin

is configured with a weak pull-up or pull-down. Refer to Table 2-5 on page 28 for more
information.

IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS output behavior will be based on the configuration defined by the
user. Refer to Table 2-6 on page 29 for a description of output behavior during Flash*Freeze
mode.

The JTAG circuit is active; however, JTAG operations, such as JTAG commands, JTAG bypass,
programming, and authentication, cannot be executed. The device must exit Flash*Freeze mode
before JTAG commands can be sent. TCK should be static to avoid extra power consumption
from the JTAG state machine.

The FF pin must be externally asserted for the device to stay in Flash*Freeze mode.

The FF pin is still active; i.e., the pin is used to exit Flash*Freeze mode when deasserted.

Exiting Flash*Freeze Mode
I/Os and Globals

PLLs

While exiting Flash*Freeze mode, inputs and globals will exit their Flash*Freeze state
asynchronously to each other. As a result, clock and data glitches and narrow pulses may be
generated while exiting Flash*Freeze mode, unless clock gating schemes are used.

1/0 banks are not all activated simultaneously when exiting Flash*Freeze mode. This can cause
clocks and inputs to become enabled at different times, resulting in unexpected data being
captured.

Upon exiting Flash*Freeze mode, inputs and globals will no longer be tied High internally (does
not apply to input hold state on IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS). If any of these signals are driven
Low or tied Low externally, they will experience a High-to-Low transition internally when exiting
Flash*Freeze mode.

Applies only to IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS: Output hold state is asynchronously controlled by
the signal driving the output buffer (output signal). This ensures a clean, glitch-free transition from
hold state to output drive. However, any glitches on the output signal during exit from
Flash*Freeze mode may result in glitches on the output pad.

The above situations can cause glitches or invalid data to be clocked into and preserved in the
device. Refer to the "Flash*Freeze Design Guide" on page 34 for solutions.

If the embedded PLL is used, the design must allow maximum acquisition time (per device
datasheet) for the PLL to acquire the lock signal.

Flash*Freeze Pin Locations

Refer to the Pin Descriptions and Packaging chapter of specific device datasheets for information
regarding Flash*Freeze pin location on the available packages. The Flash*Freeze pin location is
independent of the device, allowing migration to larger or smaller devices while maintaining the same pin
location on the board.
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Sleep and Shutdown Modes

Sleep Mode

IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 FPGAs support Sleep mode when
device functionality is not required. In Sleep mode, V¢ (core voltage), V j1ag (JTAG DC voltage), and
VPUMP (programming voltage) are grounded, resulting in the FPGA core being turned off to reduce
power consumption. While the device is in Sleep mode, the rest of the system can still be operating and
driving the input buffers of the device. The driven inputs do not pull up the internal power planes, and the
current draw is limited to minimal leakage current.

Table 2-7 shows the power supply status in Sleep mode.

Table 2-7 « Sleep Mode—Power Supply Requirement for IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS,
ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 Devices

Power Supplies Power Supply State
VCC Powered off
VCCI = VMV Powered on
VJTAG Powered off
VPUMP Powered off

Refer to the "Power-Up/-Down Behavior" section on page 33 for more information about I/O states during
Sleep mode and the timing diagram for entering and exiting Sleep mode.

Shutdown Mode

Shutdown mode is supported for all IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS devices as well the following
IGLOO/e devices: AGL015, AGL030, AGLE600, AGLE3000, and A3PE3000L. Shutdown mode can be
used by turning off all power supplies when the device function is not needed. Cold-sparing and hot-
insertion features enable these devices to be powered down without turning off the entire system. When
power returns, the live-at-power-up feature enables operation of the device after reaching the voltage
activation point.
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Using Sleep and Shutdown Modes in the System

Depending on the power supply and the components used in an application, there are many ways to
power on or off the power supplies connected to the device. For example, Figure 2-6 shows how a
microprocessor can be used to control a power FET. Microsemi recommends that power FETs with low
resistance be used to perform the switching action.

Power Supply

P-Channel

Power FET

IGLOO, IGLOO PLUS,
IGLOO nano, or

Microprocessor
P VCC, VITAG, and VPUMP Pins [:l ProASIC3L

Power-On/Off

Control Signal Devices

>

Figure 2-6 « Controlling Power-On/-Off State Using Microprocessor and Power FET

Figure 2-7 shows how a microprocessor can be used with a voltage regulator’s shutdown pin to turn on
or off the power supplies connected to the device.

Microprocessor

Shutdown Shutdown
Control Signal Control Signal
for VCCI for VCC
\4 4
Power VCCI Power Pin__ [ ,5100, 16L0O PLUS,
IGLOO ,
Supply [>| Voltage Regulator ‘ ProASICaL Device
VCC, WTAG,

and VPUMP Pins

Figure 2-7 « Controlling Power-On/-Off State Using Microprocessor and Voltage Regulator

Power-Up/-Down Behavior

By design, all IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 I/Os are in tristate
mode before device power-up. The 1/Os remain tristated until the last voltage supply (V¢ or Vegy) is
powered to its activation level. After the last supply reaches its functional level, the outputs exit the
tristate mode and drive the logic at the input of the output buffer. The behavior of user I/Os is
independent of the V¢ and V¢ sequence or the state of other voltage supplies of the FPGA (Vpymp
and V ag)- During power-down, device 1/Os become tristated once the first power supply (V¢ or Vegy)
drops below its deactivation voltage level. The I/O behavior during power-down is also independent of
voltage supply sequencing.

Figure 2-8 on page 34 shows a timing diagram when the V¢ power supply crosses the activation and
deactivation trip points in a typical application when the V¢ power supply ramp-rate is 100 ps (ramping
from 0 V to 1.5 V in this example). This is the timing diagram for the FPGA entering and exiting Sleep
mode, as this function is dependent on powering V¢ down or up. Depending on the ramp-rate of the
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power supply and board-level configurations, the user can easily calculate how long it will take for the
core to become inactive or active. For more information, refer to the "Power-Up/-Down Behavior of Low
Power Flash Devices" section on page 373.

VCC =15V

vee Deactivation Trip Point
1 Vd=0.75+0.25V

Activation Trip Point
Va=0.85+0.25V

\

| <—p!
' '

t=50 p.S‘ Sleep Mode t= 586 us

Figure 2-8 « Entering and Exiting Sleep Mode, Typical Timing Diagram

Context Save and Restore in Sleep or Shutdown Mode

In Sleep mode or Shutdown mode, the contents of the SRAM, state of the 1/Os, and state of the registers
are lost when the device is powered off, if no other measure is taken. A low-cost external serial EEPROM
can be used to save and restore the contents of the device when entering and exiting Sleep mode or
Shutdown mode. In the Embedded SRAM Initialization Using External Serial EEPROM application note,
detailed information and a reference design are provided for initializing the embedded SRAM using an
external serial EEPROM. The user can easily customize the reference design to save and restore the
FPGA state when entering and exiting Sleep mode or Shutdown mode. The microcontroller will need to
manage this activity; hence, before powering down V¢, the data will be read from the FPGA and stored
externally. In a similar way, after the FPGA is powered up, the microcontroller will allow the FPGA to load
the data from external memory and restore its original state.

Flash*Freeze Design Guide

This section describes how designers can create reliable designs that use ultra-low power Flash*Freeze
modes optimally. The section below provides guidance on how to select the best Flash*Freeze mode for
any application. The "Design Solutions" section on page 35 gives specific recommendations on how to
design and configure clocks, set/reset signals, and I/Os. This section also gives an overview of the
design flow and provides details concerning Microsemi's Flash*Freeze Management IP, which enables
clean clock gating and housekeeping. The "Additional Power Conservation Techniques" section on
page 41 describes board-level considerations for entering and exiting Flash*Freeze mode.

Selecting the Right Flash*Freeze Mode

Both Flash*Freeze modes will bring an FPGA into an ultra-low power static mode that retains register
and SRAM content and sets 1/Os to a predetermined configuration. There are two primary differences
that distinguish type 2 mode from type 1, and they must be considered when creating a design using
Flash*Freeze technology.

First, with type 2 mode, the device has an opportunity to wait for a second signal to enable activation of
Flash*Freeze mode. This allows processes to complete prior to deactivating the device, and can be
useful to control task completion, data preservation, accidental Flash*Freeze activation, system
shutdown, or any other housekeeping function. The second signal may be derived from an external or in-
to-out internal source. The second difference between type 1 and type 2 modes is that a design for type
2 mode has an opportunity to cleanly manage clocks and data activity before entering and exiting
Flash*Freeze mode. This is particularly important when data preservation is needed, as it ensures valid
data is stored prior to entering, and upon exiting, Flash*Freeze mode.

Type 1 Flash*Freeze mode is ideally suited for applications with the following design criteria:
+ Entering Flash*Freeze mode is not dependent on any signal other than the external FF pin.
* Internal housekeeping is not required prior to entering Flash*Freeze.
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The device is reset upon exiting Flash*Freeze mode or internal state saving is not required.

State saving is required, but data and clock management is performed external to the FPGA. In
other words, incoming data is externally guaranteed and held valid prior to entering Flash*Freeze
mode.

Type 2 Flash*Freeze mode is ideally suited for applications with the following design criteria:

Entering Flash*Freeze mode is dependent on an internal or external signal in addition to the
external FF pin.

State saving is required and incoming data is not externally guaranteed valid.

The designer wants to use his/her own Flash*Freeze management IP for clock and data
management.

The designer wants to use his/her own Flash*Freeze management logic for clock and data
management.

Internal housekeeping is required prior to entering Flash*Freeze mode. Housekeeping activities
may include loading data to SRAM, system shutdown, completion of current task, or ensuring
valid Flash*Freeze pin assertion.

There is no downside to type 2 mode, and Microsemi's Flash*Freeze management IP offers a very low
tile count clock and data management solution. Microsemi's recommendation for most designs is to use
type 2 Flash*Freeze mode with Flash*Freeze management IP.

Design Solutions
Clocks

Microsemi recommends using a completely synchronous design in Type 2 mode with
Flash*Freeze management IP cleanly gating all internal and external clocks. This will prevent
narrow pulses upon entrance and exit from Flash*Freeze mode (Figure 2-5 on page 30).

Upon entering Flash*Freeze mode, external clocks become tied off High, internal to the clock pin
(unless hold state is used on IGLOO nano or IGLOO PLUS), and PLLs are turned off. Any clock
that is externally Low will realize a Low to High transition internal to the device while entering
Flash*Freeze. If clocks will float during Flash*Freeze mode, Microsemi recommends using the
weak pull-up feature. If clocks will continue to drive the device during Flash*Freeze mode, the
clock gating (filter) available in Flash*Freeze management IP can help to filter unwanted narrow
clock pulses upon Flash*Freeze mode entry and exit.

Clocks may continue to drive FPGA pins while the device is in Flash*Freeze mode, with virtually
no power consumption. The weak pull-up/-down configuration will result in unnecessary power
consumption if used in this scenario.

Floating clocks can cause totem pole currents on the input I/O circuitry when the device is in
active mode. If clocks are externally gated prior to entering Flash*Freeze mode, Microsemi
recommends gating them to a known value (preferably '1', to avoid a possible narrow pulse upon
Flash*Freeze mode exit), and not leaving them floating. However, during Flash*Freeze mode, all
inputs and clocks are internally tied off to prevent totem pole currents, so they can be left floating.

Upon exiting Flash*Freeze mode, the design must allow maximum acquisition time for the PLL to
acquire the lock signal, and for a PLL clock to become active. If a PLL output clock is used as the
primary clock for Flash*Freeze management IP, it is important to note that the clock gating circuit
will only release other clocks after the primary PLL output clock becomes available.

Revision 4 35



& Microsemi

Flash*Freeze Technology and Low Power Modes

Set/Reset

Since all I/Os and globals are tied High in Flash*Freeze mode (unless hold state is used on IGLOO nano
or IGLOO PLUS), Microsemi recommends using active low set/reset at the top-level port. If needed, the
signal can be inverted internally.

If the intention is to always set/reset in Flash*Freeze mode, a self set/reset circuit may be
implemented to accomplish this, as shown in Figure 2-9. Configure an active High set/reset input
pin so it uses the internal pull-up during Flash*Freeze mode, and drives Low during active mode.
When the device exits Flash*Freeze mode, the input will transition from High to Low, releasing the
set/reset. Note that this circuit may release set/reset before all outputs become active, since
outputs are enabled up to 200 ns after inputs when exiting Flash*Freeze mode.

Input
Pull-Up

'0' N
J__ V- Set/Reset

Figure 2-9 « Flash*Freeze Self-Reset Circuit

I/Os

Floating inputs can cause totem pole currents on the input 1/O circuitry when the device is in
active mode. If inputs will be released (undriven) during Flash*Freeze mode, Microsemi
recommends that they are only released after the device enters Flash*Freeze mode.

As mentioned earlier, asynchronous input to output paths are subject to possible glitching when
entering Flash*Freeze mode. For example, on a direct in-to-out path, if the current state is '0' and
the input bank deactivates first, the input and then the output will transition to '1' before the output
enters its Flash*Freeze state. This can be prevented by using latches along with Flash*Freeze
management IP to gate asynchronous in-to-out paths prior to entering Flash*Freeze mode.

JTAG

The JTAG state machine is powered but not active during Flash*Freeze mode.

TCK should be held in a static state to prevent dynamic power consumption of the JTAG circuit
during Flash*Freeze.

Specific JTAG pin tie-off recommendations suitable for Flash*Freeze mode can be found in the
"Pin Descriptions and Packaging" chapter of the device datasheet.

ULSICC

The User Low Static ICC (ULSICC) macro acts as an access point to the hard Flash*Freeze
technology block in the device. The ULSICC macro represents a hard, fixed location block in the
device. When the LSICC input of the ULSICC macro is driven Low, the Flash*Freeze pin is
blocked, and when LSICC is driven High, the Flash*Freeze pin is enabled.

If the user decides to build his/her own Flash*Freeze type 2 clock and data management logic,
note that the LSICC signal on the ULSICC macro is ANDed internally with the Flash*Freeze
signal. In order to reliably enter Flash*Freeze, the LSICC signal must remain asserted High while
entering and during Flash*Freeze mode.

Flash*Freeze Management IP

One of the key benefits of Microsemi's Flash*Freeze mode is the ability to preserve the state of all
internal registers, SRAM content, and I/Os (IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS only). This feature enables
seamless continuation of data processing before and after Flash*Freeze, without the need to reload or
reinitialize the FPGA system. Microsemi's Flash*Freeze management IP, available for type 2
implementation, offers a robust RTL block that ensures clean clock gating of all system clocks before
entering and upon exiting Flash*Freeze mode. This IP also gives users the option to perform
housekeeping prior to entering Flash*Freeze mode. This section will provide an overview of the
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Flash*Freeze management IP. Additional information on this IP core can be found in the Libero online
help.

The Flash*Freeze management IP is comprised of three blocks: the Flash*Freeze finite state machine
(FSM), the clock gating (filter) block, and the ULSICC macro, as shown in Figure 2-10.

IGLOO, IGLOO PLUS, IGLOO nano,
ProASIC3L, or RT ProASIC3 Device

Flash*Freeze
Management |IP

INBUF
Clock Gating
filter
|XH > fiter) .
CLKINT ::
From Array °
CLKINT
Flash*Freeze Pin
Connect to Top-Level Port , > House
Eg ! - Flas';sFr\Teze) keeping
- (optional)
* INBUF_FF -
Flash*Freeze [®——=—=—[——- ULSICC Macro
Technology
User Design
LEGEND
Net

—  Logical Connection
— = =—=—p Hardwired Connection

Figure 2-10 « Flash*Freeze Management IP Block Diagram

Flash*Freeze Management FSM

The Flash*Freeze FSM block is a simple, robust, fully encoded 3-bit state machine that ensures clean
entrance to and exit from Flash*Freeze mode by controlling activities of the clock gating, ULSICC, and
optional housekeeping blocks. The state diagram for the FSM is shown in Figure 2-11 on page 38. In
normal operation, the state machine waits for Flash*Freeze pin assertion, and upon detection of a
request, it waits for a short period of time to ensure the assertion persists; then it asserts
WAIT_HOUSEKEEPING (active High) synchronous to the user’s designated system clock. This flag can
be used by user logic to perform any needed shutdown processes prior to entering Flash*Freeze mode,
such as storing data into SRAM, notifying other system components of the request, or timing/validating
the Flash*Freeze request. The FSM also asserts Flash_Freeze Enabled whenever the device enters
Flash*Freeze mode. This occurs after all housekeeping and clock gating functions have completed. The
Flash_Freeze Enabled signal remains asserted, even during Flash*Freeze mode, until the Flash*Freeze
pin is deasserted. Use the Flash_Freeze_Enabled signal to drive any logic in the design that needs to be
in a particular state during Flash*Freeze mode. The DONE_HOUSEKEEPING (active High) signal
should be asserted to notify the FSM when all the housekeeping tasks are completed. If the user
chooses not to use housekeeping, the Flash*Freeze management IP core generator in Libero SoC will
connect WAIT_HOUSEKEEPING to DONE_HOUSEKEEPING.
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Figure 2-11 « FSM State Diagram
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Clock Gating Block

Once DONE_HOUSEKEEPING is detected, the FSM will initiate the clock gating circuit by asserting
ASSERT_GATE (active Low). ASSERT_GATE is named control_user_clock_net in the IP block. Upon
assertion of the ASSERT_GATE signal, the clock will be gated in less than two cycles. The clock gating
circuit is comprised of a flip-flop, latch, AND gate, and CLKINT, as shown in Figure 2-12. The clock gating
block can support gating of up to 17 clocks.

ASSERT_GATE | Q b a

Flip-Flop Latch

CLK

®

AND I

System I
Clock I CLKINT

Figure 2-12 « Clock Gating Circuit

After initiating the clock gating circuit, the FSM will assert and hold the LSICC signal (active High),
feeding the ULSICC macro. This will initiate the 1 ps entrance into Flash*Freeze mode.

Upon deassertion of the Flash*Freeze pin, the FSM will set ASSERT_GATE High. Once the 1/0 banks
become active, the clock will enter the device and register the ASSERT_GATE signal, cleanly releasing
the clock gate.

Design Flow?!

Microsemi has developed a convenient and intuitive design flow for configuring and integrating
Flash*Freeze technology into an FPGA design. Flash*Freeze type 1 is implemented by instantiating the
INBUF_FF macro in the top level of a design. Flash*Freeze type 2 with management IP can be
generated by the Libero core generator or SmartGen and instantiated as a single block in the user's
design. This single block will include an INBUF_FF macro and the optional Flash*Freeze management
IP, which includes the ULSICC macro. If designers do not wish to use this core generator, the INBUF_FF
macro and the optional ULSICC macro may be instantiated in the design, and custom Flash*Freeze
management IP can be developed by the user. The remainder of this section will cover configuration
details of the INBUF_FF macro, the ULSICC macro, and the Flash*Freeze management IP.

Additional information on the tools discussed within this section may be found in the Libero online help.

INBUF_FF

The INBUF_FF macro is a special-purpose input buffer macro that is interpreted downstream in the
design flow by Microsemi's Designer software. When this macro is used, the top-level port will be forced
to the dedicated FF pin in the FPGA, and Flash*Freeze mode will be available for use in the device. The
following are the design rules for INBUF_FF:

« If INBUF_FF is not used in the design, the device will not be configured to support Flash*Freeze
mode.

*  When the INBUF_FF macro is used, the FF pin will establish a hardwired connection to the
Flash*Freeze technology circuit in the device, as shown in Figure 2-1 on page 25, Figure 2-3 on
page 27, and Figure 2-10 on page 37, and described in the "Flash*Freeze Type 1: Control by
Dedicated Flash*Freeze Pin" section on page 24.

This section applies to Libero / Designer software v8.3 and later. Microsemi recommends that designs created in earlier
versions of the software be modified to accommodate this flow by instantiating the INBUF_FF macro or the Flash*Freeze
management IP. Refer to the Libero / Designer software v8.3 release notes and the Libero online help for more information
on migrating designs from older software versions.

Revision 4 39



& Microsemi

Flash*Freeze Technology and Low Power Modes

The INBUF_FF must be driven by a top-level input port of the design.
The INBUF_FF AND the ULSICC macro must be used to enable type 2 Flash*Freeze mode.
For type 2 Flash*Freeze mode, the INBUF_FF MUST drive some logic in the design.

For type 1 Flash*Freeze mode, the INBUF_FF may drive some logic in the design, but it may also
be left floating.

Only one INBUF_FF may be instantiated in a device.

The FF pin threshold voltages are defined by VCCI and the supported single-ended /O standard
in the corresponding 1/O bank.

The FF pin Schmitt trigger option may be configured in the 1/O attribute editor in Microsemi's
Designer software. The Schmitt trigger option is only available for IGLOOe, IGLOO nano, IGLOO
PLUS, ProASIC3EL, and RT ProASIC3 devices.

A 2 ns glitch filter resides in the Flash*Freeze Technology block to filter unwanted glitches on the
FF pin.

ULSICC

The User Low Static ICC (ULSICC) macro allows the FPGA core to access the Flash*Freeze Technology
block so that entering and exiting Flash*Freeze mode can be controlled by the user's design. The
ULSICC macro enables a hard block with an available LSICC input port, as shown in Figure 2-3 on
page 27 and Figure 2-10 on page 37. Design rules for the ULSICC macro are as follows:

The ULSICC macro by itself cannot enable Flash*Freeze mode. The INBUF_FF AND the
ULSICC macro must both be used to enable type 2 Flash*Freeze mode.

The ULSICC controls entering the Flash*Freeze mode by asserting the LSICC input (logic '1') of
the ULSICC macro. The FF pin must also be asserted (logic '0') to enter Flash*Freeze mode.

When the LSICC signal is '0', the device cannot enter Flash*Freeze mode; and if already in
Flash*Freeze mode, it will exit.

When the ULSICC macro is not instantiated in the user's design, the LSICC port will be tied High.

Flash*Freeze Management IP

The Flash*Freeze management IP can be configured with the Libero (or SmartGen) core generator in a
simple, intuitive interface. With the core configuration tool, users can select the number of clocks to be
gated, and select whether or not to implement housekeeping. All port names on the Flash*Freeze
management IP block can be renamed by the user.

The clock gating (filter) blocks include CLKINT buffers for each gated clock output (version 8.3).

When housekeeping is NOT used, the WAIT_HOUSEKEEPING signal will be automatically fed
back into DONE_HOUSEKEEPING inside the core, and the ports will not be available at the IP
core interface.

The INBUF_FF macro is automatically instantiated within the IP core.

The INBUF_FF port (default name is "Flash_Freeze_N") must be connected to a top-level input
port of the design.

The ULSICC macro is automatically instantiated within the IP core, and the LSICC signal is driven
by the FSM.

Timing analysis can be performed on the clock domain of the source clock (i.e., input to the clock
gating filters). For example, if CLKin becomes CLKin_gated, the timing can be performed on the
CLKin domain in SmartTime.

The gated clocks can be added to the clock list if the user wishes to analyze these clocks
specifically. The user can locate the gated clocks by looking for instance names such as those
below:

Top/ff1l/ff_1 wrapper_inst/user_ff_1 wrapper/Primary_Filter_Instance/
Latch_For_Clock_Gating:Q

Top/ff1l/ff_1 wrapper_inst/user_ff_1 wrapper/genblkl.genblk2.secondary_filter[0].
seconday_Tfilter_instance/Latch_For_Clock_Gating:Q

Top/ffl/ff_1 wrapper_inst/user_ff_1 wrapper/genblkl.genblk2.secondary_filter[1].
seconday_Tfilter_instance/Latch_For_Clock_Gating:Q
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+ There will be added skew and clock insertion delay due to the clock gating circuit. The user
should analyze external setup/hold times carefully. The user should also ensure the additional
skew across the clock gating filter circuit is accounted for in any paths where the launch register is
driven from the filter input clock and captured by a register driven by the gated clock filter output
clock.

Power Analysis

SmartPower identifies static and dynamic power consumption problems quickly within a design. It
provides a hierarchical view, allowing users to drill down and estimate the power consumption of
individual components or events. SmartPower analyzes power consumption for nets, gates, I/Os,
memories, clocks, cores, clock domains, power supply rails, peak power during a clock cycle, and
switching transitions.

SmartPower generates detailed hierarchical reports of the dynamic power consumption of a design for
easy inspection. These reports include design-level power summary, average switching activity, and
ambient and junction temperature readings. Enter the target clock and data frequencies for a design, and
let SmartPower perform a detailed and accurate power analysis. SmartPower supports importing files in
the VCD (Value-Change Dump) format as specified in the IEEE 1364 standard. It also supports the
Synopsys® Switching Activity Interchange Format (SAIF) standard. Support for these formats lets
designers generate switching activity information in a variety of simulators and then import this
information directly into SmartPower.

For portable or battery-operated applications, a power profile feature enables you to measure power and
battery life, based on a sequence of operational modes of the design. In most portable and battery-
operated applications, the system is seldom fully "on" 100 percent of the time. "On" is a combination of
fully active, standby, sleep, or other functional modes. SmartPower allows users to create a power profile
for a design by specifying operational modes and the percent of time the device will run in each of the
modes. Power is calculated for each of the modes, and total power is calculated based on the weighted
average of all modes.

SmartPower also provides an estimated battery life based on the power profile. The current capacity for
a given battery is entered and used to estimate the life of the battery. The result is an accurate and
realistic indication of battery life.

More information on SmartPower can be found on the Microsemi SoC Products Group website:
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/products/software/libero/smartpower.aspx.

Additional Power Conservation Techniques

IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 FPGAs provide many ways to
inherently conserve power; however, there are also several design techniques that can be used to
reduce power on the board.

* Microsemi recommends that the designer use the minimum number of I/O banks possible and tie
any unused power supplies (such as Veep L, Ve, VMV, and Vpyyp) to ground.

* Leave unused I/O ports floating. Unused I/Os are configured by the software as follows:
— Output buffer is disabled (with tristate value of high impedance)
— Input buffer is disabled (with tristate value of high impedance)

+ Use the lowest available voltage I/O standard, the lowest drive strength, and the slowest slew rate
to reduce 1/0O switching contribution to power consumption.

+ Advanced and pro I/O banks may consume slightly higher static current than standard and
standard plus banks—avoid using advanced and pro banks whenever practical.

— The small static power benefit obtained by avoiding advanced or pro 1/O banks is usually
negligible compared to the benefit of using a low power 1/O standard.

+ Deselect RAM blocks that are not being used.
* Only enable read and write ports on RAM blocks when they are needed.
» Gating clocks LOW offers improved static power of RAM blocks.

+ Drive the FF port of RAM blocks with the Flash_Freeze Enabled signal from the Flash*Freeze
management IP.

« Drive inputs to the full voltage level so that all transistors are turned on or off completely.
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* Avoid using pull-ups and pull-downs on 1/Os because these resistors draw some current. Avoid
driving resistive loads or bipolar transistors, since these draw a continuous current, thereby
adding to the static current.

* When partitioning the design across multiple devices, minimize 1/0 usage among the devices.

Conclusion

Microsemi IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 family architectures are
designed to achieve ultra-low power consumption based on enhanced nonvolatile and live-at-power-up
flash-based technology. Power consumption can be reduced further by using Flash*Freeze, Static (Idle),
Sleep, and Shutdown power modes. All these features result in a low power, cost-effective, single-chip
solution designed specifically for power-sensitive and battery-operated electronics applications.

Related Documents

Application Notes

Embedded SRAM Initialization Using External Serial EEPROM
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/EmbeddedSRAMInit_ AN.pdf

List of Changes

The following table lists critical changes that were made in each version of the chapter.

Date Changes Page

July 2010 This chapter is no longer published separately with its own part number and version N/A
but is now part of several FPGA fabric user’s guides.

v2.3 The "Sleep Mode" section was revised to state the VJTAG and VPUMP, as well as 32
(November 2009) |VCC, are grounded during Sleep mode (SAR 22517).

Figure 2-6 » Controlling Power-On/-Off State Using Microprocessor and Power FET 33
and Figure 2-7 « Controlling Power-On/-Off State Using Microprocessor and Voltage
Regulator were revised to show that VJTAG and VPUMP are powered off during

Sleep mode.
v2.2 IGLOO nano devices were added as a supported family. N/A
(December 2008)
The "Prototyping for IGLOO and ProASIC3L Devices Using ProASIC3" section was N/A
removed, as these devices are now in production.
The "Additional Power Conservation Techniques" section was revised to add RT 41
ProASIC3 devices.
v2.0 The "Flash*Freeze Management FSM" section was updated with the following 37
(October 2008) information: The FSM also asserts Flash_Freeze Enabled whenever the device

enters Flash*Freeze mode. This occurs after all housekeeping and clock gating
functions have completed.
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Date Changes Page
v2.1 The title changed from "Flash*Freeze Technology and Low Power Modes in IGLOO, N/A
(October 2008) IGLOO PLUS, and ProASIC3L Devices" to Actel's Flash*Freeze Technology and

Low Power Modes."

The "Flash Families Support the Flash*Freeze Feature" section was updated. 22

Significant changes were made to this document to support Libero IDE v8.4 and
later functionality. RT ProASIC3 device support information is new. In addition to the
other major changes, the following tables and figures were updated or are new:

Figure 2-3 < Flash*Freeze Mode Type 2 — Controlled by Flash*Freeze Pin and

Internal Logic (LSICC signal) — updated 27
Figure 2-5 « Narrow Clock Pulses During Flash*Freeze Entrance and Exit — new
Figure 2-10 « Flash*Freeze Management IP Block Diagram — new 30
Figure 2-11 « FSM State Diagram — new 37
Table 2-6 + IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS Flash*Freeze Mode (type 1 and type 38
2)—I/O Pad State — updated 29
Please review the entire document carefully.
v1.3 The family description for ProASIC3L in Table 2-1 + Flash-Based FPGAs was 22
(June 2008) updated to include 1.5 V.
v1.2 The part number for this document was changed from 51700094-003-1 to N/A
(March 2008) 51700094-004-2.

The title of the document was changed to "Flash*Freeze Technology and Low N/A
Power Modes in IGLOO, IGLOO PLUS, and ProASIC3L Devices."

The "Flash*Freeze Technology and Low Power Modes" section was updated to 21
remove the parenthetical phrase, "from 25 yW," in the second paragraph. The
following sentence was added to the third paragraph: "IGLOO PLUS has an
additional feature when operating in Flash*Freeze mode, allowing it to retain 1/O
states as well as SRAM and register states."

The "Power Conservation Techniques" section was updated to add V ag to the 2-1
parenthetical list of power supplies that should be tied to the ground plane if unused.
Additional information was added regarding how the software configures unused
I/Os.

Table 2-1 « Flash-Based FPGAs and the accompanying text was updated to include 22
the IGLOO PLUS family. The "IGLOO Terminology" section and "ProASIC3
Terminology" section are new.

The "Flash*Freeze Mode" section was revised to include that I/O states are 24
preserved in Flash*Freeze mode for IGLOO PLUS devices. The last sentence in the
second paragraph was changed to, "If the FF pin is not used, it can be used as a
regular I/0." The following sentence was added for Flash*Freeze mode type 2:
"Exiting the mode is controlled by either the FF pin OR the user-defined LSICC
signal."

The "Flash*Freeze Type 1: Control by Dedicated Flash*Freeze Pin" section was 24
revised to change instructions for implementing this mode, including instructions for
implementation with Libero IDE v8.3.

Figure 2-1 « Flash*Freeze Mode Type 1 — Controlled by the Flash*Freeze Pin was 25
updated.

The "Flash*Freeze Type 2: Control by Dedicated Flash*Freeze Pin and Internal 26
Logic" section was renamed from "Type 2 Software Implementation."

The "Type 2 Software Implementation for Libero IDE v8.3" section is new. 2-6
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Date

Changes

Page

v1.2
(continued)

Figure 2-3 < Flash*Freeze Mode Type 2 — Controlled by Flash*Freeze Pin and
Internal Logic (LSICC signal) was updated.

27

Figure 2-4 « Flash*Freeze Mode Type 2 — Timing Diagram was revised to show
deasserting LSICC after the device has exited Flash*Freeze mode.

27

The "IGLOO nano and IGLOO PLUS I/O State in Flash*Freeze Mode" section was
added to include information for IGLOO PLUS devices. Table 2-6 ¢« IGLOO nano and
IGLOO PLUS Flash*Freeze Mode (type 1 and type 2)—I/O Pad State is new.

28,29

The "During Flash*Freeze Mode" section was revised to include a new bullet
pertaining to output behavior for IGLOO PLUS. The bullet on JTAG operation was
revised to provide more detail.

31

Figure 2-6 « Controlling Power-On/-Off State Using Microprocessor and Power FET
and Figure 2-7 < Controlling Power-On/-Off State Using Microprocessor and Voltage
Regulator were updated to include IGLOO PLUS.

33, 33

The first sentence of the "Shutdown Mode" section was updated to list the devices
for which it is supported.

32

The first paragraph of the "Power-Up/-Down Behavior" section was revised. The
second sentence was changed to, "The 1/Os remain tristated until the last voltage
supply (Ve or Vi) is powered to its activation level." The word "activation”
replaced the word "functional." The sentence, "During power-down, device I/Os
become fristated once the first power supply (Vo or Veg)) drops below its
deactivation voltage level" was revised. The word "deactivation" replaced the word
"brownout."

33

The "Prototyping for IGLOO and ProASIC3L Devices Using ProASIC3" section was
revised to state that prototyping in ProASIC3 does not apply for the IGLOO PLUS
family.

2-21

Table 2-8 « Prototyping/Migration Solutions, Table 2-9 « Device Migration—IGLOO
Supported Packages in ProASIC3 Devices, and Table 2-10 * Device Migration—
ProASIC3L Supported Packages in ProASIC3 Devices were updated with a table
note stating that device migration is not supported for IGLOO PLUS devices.

2-21,
2-23

The text following Table 2-10 < Device Migration—ProASIC3L Supported Packages
in ProASIC3 Devices was moved to a new section: the "Flash*Freeze Design
Guide" section.

34

v1.1
(February 2008)

Table 2-1 « Flash-Based FPGAs was updated to remove the ProASIC3, ProASIC3E,
and Automotive ProASIC3 families, which were incorrectly included.

22

v1.0
(January 2008)

Detailed descriptions of low power modes are described in the advanced
datasheets. This application note was updated to describe how to use the features
in an IGLOO/e application.

N/A

Figure 2-1 « Flash*Freeze Mode Type 1 — Controlled by the Flash*Freeze Pin was
updated.

25

Figure 2-2 « Flash*Freeze Mode Type 1 — Timing Diagram is new.

25

Steps 4 and 5 are new in the "Flash*Freeze Type 2: Control by Dedicated
Flash*Freeze Pin and Internal Logic" section.

26
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Date Changes Page
51900147-2/5.07 In the following sentence, located in the "Flash*Freeze Mode" section, the bold text 24
was changed from active high to active Low.
The Flash*Freeze pin (active low) is a dedicated pin used to enter or exit
Flash*Freeze mode directly, or alternatively the pin can be routed internally to the
FPGA core to allow the user's logic to decide if it is safe to transition to this mode.
Figure 2-2 « Flash*Freeze Mode Type 1 — Timing Diagram was updated. 25
Information about ULSICC was added to the "Prototyping for IGLOO and 2-21
ProASIC3L Devices Using ProASIC3" section.
51900147-1/3.07 In the "Flash*Freeze Mode" section, "active high" was changed to "active low." 24
The "Prototyping for IGLOO and ProASIC3L Devices Using ProASIC3" section was| 2-21
updated with information concerning the Flash*Freeze pin.
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3 — Global Resources in Low Power Flash Devices

Introduction

Global

IGLOO, Fusion, and ProASIC3 FPGA devices offer a powerful, low-delay VersaNet global network
scheme and have extensive support for multiple clock domains. In addition to the Clock Conditioning
Circuits (CCCs) and phase-locked loops (PLLs), there is a comprehensive global clock distribution
network called a VersaNet global network. Each logical element (VersaTile) input and output port has
access to these global networks. The VersaNet global networks can be used to distribute low-skew clock
signals or high-fanout nets. In addition, these highly segmented VersaNet global networks contain spines
(the vertical branches of the global network tree) and ribs that can reach all the VersaTiles inside their
region. This allows users the flexibility to create low-skew local clock networks using spines. This
document describes VersaNet global networks and discusses how to assign signals to these global
networks and spines in a design flow. Details concerning low power flash device PLLs are described in
the "Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and Mixed Signal FPGAs" section on
page 77. This chapter describes the low power flash devices’ global architecture and uses of these global
networks in designs.

Architecture

Low power flash devices offer powerful and flexible control of circuit timing through the use of global
circuitry. Each chip has up to six CCCs, some with PLLs.

* In IGLOOe, ProASIC3EL, and ProASIC3E devices, all CCCs have PLLs—hence, 6 PLLs per
device (except the PQ208 package, which has only 2 PLLs).

* In IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC3, and ProASIC3L devices, the west CCC
contains a PLL core (except in 10 k through 30 k devices).

* In Fusion devices, the west CCC also contains a PLL core. In the two larger devices (AFS600 and
AFS1500), the west and east CCCs each contain a PLL.

Refer to Table 4-6 on page 100 for details. Each PLL includes delay lines, a phase shifter (0°, 90°,
180°, 270°), and clock multipliers/dividers. Each CCC has all the circuitry needed for the selection and
interconnection of inputs to the VersaNet global network. The east and west CCCs each have access to
three chip global lines on each side of the chip (six chip global lines total). The CCCs at the four corners
each have access to three quadrant global lines in each quadrant of the chip (except in 10 k through 30 k
gate devices).

The nano 10 k, 15 k, and 20 k devices support four VersaNet global resources, and 30 k devices support
six global resources. The 10 k through 30 k devices have simplified CCCs called CCC-GLs.

The flexible use of the VersaNet global network allows the designer to address several design
requirements. User applications that are clock-resource-intensive can easily route external or gated
internal clocks using VersaNet global routing networks. Designers can also drastically reduce delay
penalties and minimize resource usage by mapping critical, high-fanout nets to the VersaNet global
network.

Note: Microsemi recommends that you choose the appropriate global pin and use the appropriate global
resource so you can realize these benefits.

The following sections give an overview of the VersaNet global network, the structure of the global
network, access point for the global networks, and the clock aggregation feature that enables a design to
have very low clock skew using spines.
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Global Resource Support in Flash-Based Devices

The flash FPGAs listed in Table 3-1 support the global resources and the functions described in this

document.

Table 3-1 « Flash-Based FPGAs

Series Family” Description
IGLOO IGLOO Ultra-low power 1.2 V to 1.5 V FPGAs with Flash*Freeze technology
IGLOOe Higher density IGLOO FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards
IGLOO PLUS IGLOO FPGAs with enhanced I/O capabilities
IGLOO nano The industry’s lowest-power, smallest-size solution
ProASIC3 ProASIC3 Low power, high-performance 1.5V FPGAs
ProASIC3E Higher density ProASIC3 FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards
ProASIC3 nano Lowest-cost solution with enhanced 1/O capabilities
ProASIC3L ProASIC3 FPGAs supporting 1.2 V to 1.5 V with Flash*Freeze technology
RT ProASIC3 Radiation-tolerant RT3PE600L and RT3PE3000L
Military ProASIC3/EL | Military temperature A3BPE600OL, A3P1000, and A3PE3000L
Automotive ProASIC3 | ProASIC3 FPGAs qualified for automotive applications
Fusion Fusion Mixed signal FPGA integrating ProASIC3 FPGA fabric, programmable
analog block, support for ARM® Cortex™-M1 soft processors, and flash
memory into a monolithic device
Note: *The device names link to the appropriate datasheet, including product brief, DC and switching characteristics,

and packaging information.

IGLOO Terminology

In documentation, the terms IGLOO series and IGLOO devices refer to all of the IGLOO products as
listed in Table 3-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these
exclusions will be explicitly stated.

ProASIC3 Terminology

In documentation, the terms ProASIC3 series and ProASIC3 devices refer to all of the ProASIC3 devices
as listed in Table 3-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these
exclusions will be explicitly stated.

To further understand the differences between the IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices, refer to the Industry’s
Lowest Power FPGAs Portfolio.
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VersaNet Global Network Distribution

One of the architectural benefits of low power flash architecture is the set of powerful, low-delay
VersaNet global networks that can access the VersaTiles, SRAM, and /O tiles of the device. Each device
offers a chip global network with six global lines (except for nano 10 k, 15 k, and 20 k gate devices) that
are distributed from the center of the FPGA array. In addition, each device (except the 10 k through 30 k
gate device) has four quadrant global networks, each consisting of three quadrant global net resources.
These quadrant global networks can only drive a signal inside their own quadrant. Each VersaTile has
access to nine global line resources—three quadrant and six chip-wide (main) global networks—and a
total of 18 globals are available on the device (3 x 4 regional from each quadrant and 6 global).

Figure 3-1 shows an overview of the VersaNet global network and device architecture for devices 60 k
and above. Figure 3-2 and Figure 3-3 on page 50 show simplified VersaNet global networks.

The VersaNet global networks are segmented and consist of spines, global ribs, and global multiplexers
(MUXes), as shown in Figure 3-1. The global networks are driven from the global rib at the center of the
die or quadrant global networks at the north or south side of the die. The global network uses the MUX
trees to access the spine, and the spine uses the clock ribs to access the VersaTile. Access is available
to the chip or quadrant global networks and the spines through the global MUXes. Access to the spine
using the global MUXes is explained in the "Spine Architecture" section on page 57.

These VersaNet global networks offer fast, low-skew routing resources for high-fanout nets, including
clock signals. In addition, these highly segmented global networks offer users the flexibility to create low-
skew local clock networks using spines for up to 252 internal/external clocks or other high-fanout nets in
low power flash devices. Optimal usage of these low-skew networks can result in significant
improvement in design performance.
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Note: Not applicable to 10 k through 30 k gate devices
Figure 3-1 « Overview of VersaNet Global Network and Device Architecture
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Chip and Quadrant Global I/Os

The following sections give an overview of naming conventions and other related 1/0O information.

Naming of Global 1/Os

In low power flash devices, the global I/Os have access to certain clock conditioning circuitry and have
direct access to the global network. Additionally, the global 1/Os can be used as regular 1/Os, since they
have identical capabilities to those of regular I/Os. Due to the comprehensive and flexible nature of the
1/Os in low power flash devices, a naming scheme is used to show the details of the 1/O. The global I/O
uses the generic name Gmn/IOuxwByVz. Note that Gmn refers to a global input pin and IOuxwByVz
refers to a regular I/O Pin, as these 1/Os can be used as either global or regular 1/0s. Refer to the 1/0
Structures chapter of the user’s guide for the device that you are using for more information on this
naming convention.

Figure 3-4 represents the global input pins connection. It shows all 54 global pins available to
access the 18 global networks in ProASIC3E families.

Quadrant Global
Location A
GAAO/IOuxwByVz
GAA1/I0uxwByVz
GAA2/10uxwByVz
GABO/IOuxwByVz
GAB1/I0uxwByVz
GAB2/I0uxwByVz
GACO/IOuxwByVz
GAC1/I0uxwByVz
GAC2/I0uxwByVz

Chip Global

_Location F
GFAO/IOuxwByVz
GFA1/IOuxwByVz
GFA2/IOuxwByVz
GFBO/IOuxwByVz
GFB1/IOuxwByVz
GFB2/IOuxwByVz
GFCO/IOuxwByVz
GFC1/10uxwByVz
GFC2/10uxwByVz

Quadrant Global
Location E

GEAO/IOuxwByVz
GEAC/IOuxwByVz
GEA2/10uxwByVz
GEBO/IOuxwByVz
GEB1/I0uxwByVz
GEB2/I0uxwByVz
GECO/IOuxwByVz
GEC1/I0uxwByVz
GEC2/I0uxwByVz

Quadrant Global
Location B
GBAO/IOuxwByVz
GBA1/I0uxwByVz
GBA2/10uxwByVz
GBBO/IOuxwByVz
GBB1/I0uxwByVz
GBB2/I0uxwByVz
GBCO/IOuxwByVz
GBC1/IOuxwByVz
GBC2/I0uxwByVz

Bankx ][ Bankx

w

l

Chip Global
Location C
GCAO/IOuxwByVz
GCA1/IOuxwByVz
GCA2/I0OuxwByVz
GCBO/IOuxwByVz
GCB1/I0OuxwByVz
GCB2/I0uxwByVz
GCCO/I0OuxwByVz
GCC1/10uxwByVz
GCC2/10uxwByVz

Quadrant Global Spine

Chip Global Spine

w

Quadrant Global
Location D

GDAO/IOuxwByVz
GDA1/IOuxwByVz
GDAZ2/I0uxwByVz
GDBO/IOuxwByVz
GDB1/IOuxwByVz
GDB2/I0uxwByVz
GDCO/IOuxwByVz
GDC1/10uxwByVz
GDC2/10uxwByVz

Bankx ] [ Bankx

I CCC with PLL
[ ccCwith or without PLL
I ccC without PLL

Figure 3-4 « Global Connections Details
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Figure 3-5 shows more detailed global input connections. It shows the global input pins connection to the
northwest quadrant global networks. Each global buffer, as well as the PLL reference clock, can be
driven from one of the following:

+ 3 dedicated single-ended I/Os using a hardwired connection

+ 2 dedicated differential 1/0Os using a hardwired connection (not supported for IGLOO nano or
ProASIC3 nano devices)

* The FPGA core

Each shaded box represents an
INBUF or INBUF_LVDS/LVPECL

. To Core
macro, as appropriate.

A A A

Sample Pin Names
GAAO/IOONDBOVO' &

\Y%

Source for CCC
(CLKA or CLKB or CLKC)

GAa11000PDBOVO' X |—§D

D>

’ Routed Clock 2
GAA21013PDB7V1'[X] L;:D (from FPGA core)

GAA[0:2]: GA represents global in the northwest corner
of the device. A[0:2]: designates specific A clock source.

Note: Differential inputs are not supported for IGLOO nano or ProASIC3 nano devices.
Figure 3-5 « Global I/O Overview
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Figure 3-6 shows all nine global inputs for the location A connected to the top left quadrant global

network via CCC.

GAAO/
10uxwByVz

GAA1/
10uxwByVz

MUX

CLKA

GAA2/
10uxwByVz

GABO/
10uxwByVz

GAB1/
10uxwByVz

MUX

CLKB

GAB2/
10uxwByVz

GACO/
10uxwByVz

GAC1/
1QuxwByVz

MUX

CLKC

GAC2/
10uxwByVz

CCC

Quadrant Global for CLKA

Quadrant Global for CLKB

Quadrant Global for CLKC

Figure 3-6 « Global Inputs

Since each bank can have a different I1/O standard, the user should be careful to choose the correct
global I/O for the design. There are 54 global pins available to access 18 global networks. For the single-
ended and voltage-referenced I/O standards, you can use any of these three available I/Os to access the
global network. For differential 1/0O standards such as LVDS and LVPECL, the I/O macro needs to be
placed on (AO, A1), (BO, B1), (CO, C1), or a similar location. The unassigned global I/0Os can be used
as regular 1/0Os. Note that pin names starting with GF and GC are associated with the chip global
networks, and GA, GB, GD, and GE are used for quadrant global networks. Table 3-2 on page 54 and
Table 3-3 on page 55 show the general chip and quadrant global pin names.
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Table 3-2 « Chip Global Pin Name

I/O Type Beginning of I/O Name Notes

Single-Ended GFAO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
GFA1/IOuxwByVz  |global at a time.
GFA2/I0uxwByVz
GFBO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the 1/Os can be directly connected to a chip
GFB1/I0uxwByVz |global at a time.
GFB2/I0uxwByVz
GFCO0/IOuxwByVz  |Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
GFC1/I0uxwByvz |9lobal at a time.
GFC2/I0uxwByVz
GCAO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
GCA1/I0uxwByVz global at a time.
GCA2/I0uxwByVz
GCBO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
GCB1/I0uxwByVz global at a time.
GCB2/I0uxwByVz
GCCO0/IOuxwByVz  |Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
GCC1/I0uxwByVz global at a time.
GCC2/I0uxwByVz

Differential I/O Pairs GFAO/IOuxwByVz | The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.
GFA1/I0uxwByVz
GFBO/IOuxwByVz | The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.
GFB1/I0uxwByVz
GFCO/IOuxwByVz | The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.
GFC1/I0uxwByVz
GCAO/I0OuxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.
GCA1/10uxwByVz
GCBO/IOuxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.
GCB1/10uxwByVz
GCCO/IOuxwByVz | The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.
GCC1/IOuxwByVz

Note: Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a quadrant at a time.
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I/O Type Beginning of /O Name Notes

Single-Ended GAAO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a
GAA1/I0uxwByVz quadrant global at a time
GAA2/I0uxwByVz
GABO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the 1/Os can be directly connected to a
GAB1/I0uxwByVz quadrant global at a time.
GAB2/I0uxwByVz
GACO0/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the 1/Os can be directly connected to a
GAC1/I0uxwByVz quadrant global at a time.
GAC2/I0uxwByVz
GBAO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the 1/Os can be directly connected to a global
GBA1/IOuxwByvz [ata time.
GBA2/I0uxwByVz
GBBO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the 1/Os can be directly connected to a global
GBB1/IOuxwByvz [ata time.
GBB2/I0uxwByVz
GBCO0/IOuxwByVz  |Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a global
GBC1/I0uxwByVz [atatime.
GBC2/I0uxwByVz
GDAO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a global
GDA1/I0uxwByVz [atatime.
GDA2/I0uxwByVz
GDBO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a global
GDB1/IOuxwByVz [atatime.
GDB2/I0uxwByVz
GDCO0/IOuxwByVz  [Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a global
GDC1/I0uxwByVz [atatime.
GDC2/I0uxwByVz
GEAO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the 1/Os can be directly connected to a global
GEA1/I0uxwByvz [atatime.
GEA2/I0uxwByVz
GEBO/IOuxwByVz |Only one of the 1/Os can be directly connected to a global
GEB1/I0uxwByvz [atatime.
GEB2/I0uxwByVz
GECO0/I0uxwByVz  |Only one of the 1/Os can be directly connected to a global
GEC1/I0uxwByVz [atatime.
GEC2/I0uxwByVz

Note: Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a quadrant at a time.
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Table 3-3 « Quadrant Global Pin Name (continued)

Differential 1/0 Pairs

GAAOQ/IOuxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GAA1/I0uxwByVz
GABO/IOuxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GAB1/I0uxwByVz
GACO/I0uxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GAC1/I0uxwByVz
GBAO/IOuxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GBA1/I0uxwByVz
GBBO/IOuxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GBB1/I0uxwByVz
GBCO/I0uxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GBC1/I0uxwByVz
GDAO/IOuxwByVz  |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GDA1/I0uxwByVz
GDBO/IOuxwByVz  |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GDB1/I0uxwByVz
GDCO/IOuxwByVz [The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GDC1/I0uxwByVz
GEAO/IOuxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GEA1/I0uxwByVz
GEBO/IOuxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GEB1/I0uxwByVz
GECO/I0uxwByVz |The output of the different pair will drive the global.
GEC1/I0uxwByVz

Note: Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a quadrant at a time.

Unused Global I/0 Configuration

The unused clock inputs behave similarly to the unused Pro 1/0Os. The Microsemi Designer software
automatically configures the unused global pins as inputs with pull-up resistors if they are not used as

regular 1/O.

/O Banks and Global I/0O Standards

In low power flash devices, any I/O or internal logic can be used to drive the global network. However,
only the global macro placed at the global pins will use the hardwired connection between the I/O and
global network. Global signal (signal driving a global macro) assignment to I/O banks is no different from
regular I/O assignment to 1/0 banks with the exception that you are limited to the pin placement location
available. Only global signals compatible with both the VCCI and VREF standards can be assigned to the

same bank.
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Spine Architecture

The low power flash device architecture allows the VersaNet global networks to be segmented. Each of
these networks contains spines (the vertical branches of the global network tree) and ribs that can reach
all the VersaTiles inside its region. The nine spines available in a vertical column reside in global
networks with two separate regions of scope: the quadrant global network, which has three spines, and
the chip (main) global network, which has six spines. Note that the number of quadrant globals and
globals/spines per tree varies depending on the specific device. Refer to Table 3-4 for the clocking
resources available for each device. The spines are the vertical branches of the global network tree,
shown in Figure 3-3 on page 50. Each spine in a vertical column of a chip (main) global network is further
divided into two spine segments of equal lengths: one in the top and one in the bottom half of the die
(except in 10 k through 30 k gate devices).

Top and bottom spine segments radiating from the center of a device have the same height. However,
just as in the ProASICPLUS® family, signals assigned only to the top and bottom spine cannot access the
middle two rows of the die. The spines for quadrant clock networks do not cross the middle of the die and
cannot access the middle two rows of the architecture.

Each spine and its associated ribs cover a certain area of the device (the "scope" of the spine; see
Figure 3-3 on page 50). Each spine is accessed by the dedicated global network MUX tree architecture,
which defines how a particular spine is driven—either by the signal on the global network from a CCC, for
example, or by another net defined by the user. Details of the chip (main) global network spine-selection
MUX are presented in Figure 3-8 on page 60. The spine drivers for each spine are located in the middle
of the die.

Quadrant spines can be driven from user I/Os or an internal signal from the north and south sides of the
die. The ability to drive spines in the quadrant global networks can have a significant effect on system
performance for high-fanout inputs to a design. Access to the top quadrant spine regions is from the top
of the die, and access to the bottom quadrant spine regions is from the bottom of the die. The ASPE3000
device has 28 clock trees and each tree has nine spines; this flexible global network architecture enables
users to map up to 252 different internal/external clocks in an ASPE3000 device.

Table 3-4 « Globals/Spines/Rows for IGLOO and ProASIC3 Devices

Globals/| Total Rows
ProASIC3/ Quadrant Spines |Spines|VersaTiles in
ProASIC3L IGLOO Chip | Globals |Clock| per per in Each Total Each
Devices Devices [Globals| (4x3) |Trees| Tree [Device Tree VersaTiles|Spine
A3PNO010 AGLNO10 4 0 1 0 0 260 260 4
A3PNO15 AGLNO15 4 0 1 0 0 384 384 6
A3PNO020 AGLNO020 4 0 1 0 0 520 520 6
A3PNO060 AGLNO060 6 12 4 9 36 384 1,536 12
A3PN125 AGLN125 6 12 8 9 72 384 3,072 12
A3PN250 AGLN250 6 12 8 9 72 768 6,144 24
A3P015 AGL015 6 0 1 9 9 384 384 12
A3P030 AGLO030 6 0 2 9 18 384 768 12
A3P060 AGL060 6 12 4 9 36 384 1,536 12
A3P125 AGL125 6 12 8 9 72 384 3,072 12
A3P250/L AGL250 6 12 8 9 72 768 6,144 24
A3P400 AGL400 6 12 12 9 108 768 9,216 24
A3P600/L AGL600 6 12 12 9 108 1,152 13,824 36
A3P1000/L | AGL1000 6 12 16 9 144 1,536 24,576 48
A3PEGOO/L | AGLEG00 6 12 12 9 108 1,120 13,440 35
A3PE1500 6 12 20 9 180 1,888 37,760 59
A3PE3000/L| AGLE3000 6 12 28 9 252 2,656 74,368 83
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Table 3-5 « Globals/Spines/Rows for IGLOO PLUS Devices

Rows
IGLOO Quadrant Globals/ Total in
PLUS Chip | Globals [ Clock | Spines Spines VersaTiles Total Each
Devices Globals| (4x3) Trees | per Tree [per Device|in Each Tree | VersaTiles | Spine
AGLP030 6 0 2 9 18 384* 792 12
AGLP060 6 12 4 9 36 384* 1,584 12
AGLP125 6 12 8 9 72 384" 3,120 12
Note: *Clock trees that are located at far left and far right will support more VersaTiles.
Table 3-6 « Globals/Spines/Rows for Fusion Devices
Globals/ | Total VersaTiles Rows
Quadrant Spines | Spines in in
Fusion Chip Globals Clock per per Each Total Each
Device Globals (4%3) Trees Tree Device Tree VersaTiles | Spine
AFS090 6 12 6 9 54 384 2,304 12
AFS250 6 12 8 9 72 768 6,144 24
AFS600 6 12 12 9 108 1,152 13,824 36
AFS1500 6 12 20 9 180 1,920 38,400 60
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Spine Access

The physical location of each spine is identified by the letter T (top) or B (bottom) and an accompanying
number (Tn or Bn). The number n indicates the horizontal location of the spine; 1 refers to the first spine
on the left side of the die. Since there are six chip spines in each spine tree, there are up to six spines
available for each combination of T (or B) and n (for example, six T1 spines). Similarly, there are three
quadrant spines available for each combination of T (or B) and n (for example, four T1 spines), as shown
in Figure 3-7.
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Figure 3-7 « Chip Global Aggregation

A spine is also called a local clock network, and is accessed by the dedicated global MUX architecture.
These MUXes define how a particular spine is driven. Refer to Figure 3-8 on page 60 for the global MUX
architecture. The MUXes for each chip global spine are located in the middle of the die. Access to the top
and bottom chip global spine is available from the middle of the die. There is no control dependency
between the top and bottom spines. If a top spine, T1, of a chip global network is assigned to a net, B1 is
not wasted and can be used by the global clock network. The signal assigned only to the top or bottom
spine cannot access the middle two rows of the architecture. However, if a spine is using the top and
bottom at the same time (T1 and B1, for instance), the previous restriction is lifted.

The MUXes for each quadrant global spine are located in the north and south sides of the die. Access to
the top and bottom quadrant global spines is available from the north and south sides of the die. Since
the MUXes for quadrant spines are located in the north and south sides of the die, you should not try to
drive T1 and B1 quadrant spines from the same signal.
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Using Clock Aggregation

Clock aggregation allows for multi-spine clock domains to be assigned using hardwired connections,
without adding any extra skew. A MUX tree, shown in Figure 3-8, provides the necessary flexibility to
allow long lines, local resources, or 1/Os to access domains of one, two, or four global spines. Signal
access to the clock aggregation system is achieved through long-line resources in the central rib in the
center of the die, and also through local resources in the north and south ribs, allowing 1/Os to feed
directly into the clock system. As Figure 3-9 indicates, this access system is contiguous.

There is no break in the middle of the chip for the north and south 1/0 VersaNet access. This is different
from the quadrant clocks located in these ribs, which only reach the middle of the rib.
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Figure 3-8 « Spine Selection MUX of Global Tree
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